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Purpose: to illuminate the ethnopolitical aspects of Turkey's median
hedging strategy, which has been significantly influenced by
the Russian military aggression against Ukraine. This strategy
serves as a potential model for maintaining national stability
amidst the challenges of globalisation.

Method: analysis and synthesis, comparative, modelling, analogies, and
functional.

Findings: Determination of the conceptual foundations of Turkey's
foreign policy against the background of the Russian military
aggression against Ukraine; analysis of Turkey's median
hedging policy as a model for ensuring the national stability
of the state in the face of challenges and threats of
globalisation.

Theoretical implications: It consists of determining the main
ethnopolitical features of Turkey's median hedging as a
mechanism for ensuring the national stability of the state
against the background of the Russian military aggression
against Ukraine and the formation of a foreign policy course.

Practical implications: This study sheds light on the evolving security
architecture of Europe and the world, particularly through
the lens of Turkey's median hedging policy. The findings
suggest a need for reevaluating defence and foreign policy
strategies, enhancing state stability, increasing military
expenditures, and forging new alliances. These insights can
be valuable for professional researchers, geopolitics and
geostrategy analysts, security and defence sector
representatives, international organisations as well as state
and local authorities.

Originality: This research stands out for its exploration of the
ethnopolitical dimensions of Turkey's foreign policy,
particularly in the context of escalating globalisation
challenges and the Russian military aggression against
Ukraine. The study underscores the state's deepening median
hedging policy as a response to these dynamics.

Paper type: theoretical, practical.

Meta poboTn: BMABUTM ETHOMOAITUYHI 0COBAMBOCTI cepeanHHOro
XeOXKUHIY  reononiTMyHuMx  cTpaTerin  TypeuyunHu, sK
CBOEPIAHOT MoZeNi HaLioHaNbHOI CTIKOCTI Ha TAi 36poiHOI
arpecii pociiicbkoi  depepauii NpPoTM YKpaiHM B 4YaCTUHI
rnobanisauiiHMx BUKAUKIB.

Mertog: meTog, aHani3y i CMHTe3y, KOMMNApPaTUBICTCbKUIA, MOLENIOBAHHSA,
aHanorii, GyHKLiOHaNbHWIA.

BUCHOBKM: BU3HaueHHA KOHLENTyanbHUX 3acaj, 30BHILHbOI MONITUKKN
TypeuunHu Ha i 36poitHoi arpecii PO npotu YKkpaiHu; aHani3
NONITUKMN CepPeanHHOro XeAXuHry TypeuydnHwu Ak mogeni
3abe3neyeHHsA HaLioOHaNbHOI CTIMKOCTI AepKasBu B ymoBsax
BUK/MKIB i 3arpo3 rnobanisaduiji.

TeopeTuuyHi BUCHOBKMU: NO/IATAE Y BU3SHAYEHHI OCHOBHUX ETHOMONITUYHUX

0CcOBNNBOCTEN  CEPEAMHHONO  XeAXKUHry TypeuyuuHu, K

CBOEPIAHOrO  MexaHiamy 3abe3neyeHHA  HaLiOHaNbHOI

CTIVKOCTI AepkaBu Ha TAi 36poliHoi arpecii PO npotun YKpaiHi

Ta $opMyBaHHA 30BHILLHbOMONITUYHOTO KYpCy.

HacnigKknu:  BUOKPEMNIOETBCA  TPeHA, NepeocMUCNEHHA
apxiTekTypn 6e3nekn €Bponu Ta CBiTY, 4yepe3 MONITUKY
CepefiMHHONO XeAXKMHTY, Lo NpY3BOAWTbL A0 nepernagy
cTpaTerii 060pOHN Ta 30BHIWHbLOI NOMITUKK, 3abe3nedyeHHn
CTIKOCTI  Aep’kaBW, 36iNblueHHA BICbKOBUX BWUTpPAT Ta
NOLUYKY HOBMX COLO3iB. 3aNpPONOHOBAHE AOCNIAXKEHHA MOXKe
6yTM KOpUCHMM axoBMM [OCAIAHMKAM, aHaniTUKam B
LLapVHi reonoiTMKM Ta reocTparerii, npeACTaBHMKaM CEKTOpY
6e3neKkn i 060pPOHU, MiKHAPOAHMM OpraHi3aLiam, opraHam
[epKaBHOI Ta micLeBoi Baau.

OpuriHaNbHICTb: NONATAE Y BUMABNEHHI €THONONITUYHMX OocobamBOCTEN
30BHIWHbOMONITUYHOTO  Kypcy TypeuyynmHM B  ymoOBax
3aroCTpeHHA BUK/MKIB i 3arpo3 rnobanisauii, Wo cnoHyKano
[ep:KaBy A0 NOrAM6AEHHA NONITUKN CEPEAUHHOMO XeAKUHTY
Ha 36poliHoi arpecii Pocilicbkoi ®eaepalii npoTv YKpaiHu.

Tun cTaTTi: TEOPETUYHUIN, NPAKTUYHUNA.

MpaKkTnyHi

Key words: ethnopolitics, foreign policy, geopolitics, national stability,
Turkey, Russian military aggression against Ukraine, national
security, median hedging, globalization.

Knwouyoei cnoea: eTHONONITUKA, 30BHIWIHA MNOAITUKA, TeononiTuKa,
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Introduction

As a result of the Russian military aggression against Ukraine, a complex system of geopolitical,
technological, and security challenges arose. The invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation,
which began in 2014, became not only a reflection of regional tensions but also significantly
transformed the geopolitical context of Europe and affected the global balance of power between
key states, in particular between the Russian Federation and the United States. Accordingly, the
Russian military aggression against Ukraine contributed to rethinking and reformatting both states'
geopolitical and technological strategies, especially within the scope of military and security policy.
In that regard, there are changes in military doctrine, security strategies, and innovative
technological developments that have been introduced or modified according to the needs and
challenges generated by the conflict. An essential role in the analysis is played by the actions and
reactions of the international community, particularly the United States, which affect global security
dynamics and technological development. This situation, which has developed as a result of the
Russian military aggression against Ukraine, affects regional stability, international security, and
global technological innovations, taking into account the growing military presence, the
development of the latest weapons and cyber threats. Understanding these transformations is
essential in today’s geopolitical context because these changes have far-reaching consequences for
the parties directly involved and the international community as a whole. Accordingly, there is an
urgent task of deepening the understanding of the complex processes shaping the modern
international order and determining possible ways to strengthen global security and stability.

Theoretical background

Several works by foreign and Ukrainian researchers are devoted to the issue of changes in the
geopolitical and technological space in the context of the Russian military aggression against
Ukraine. Mozgin W. analyses the geopolitical position of Ukraine in the context of competition for
influence in the region between the West and the Russian Federation. The author examines various
aspects of Ukraine's foreign policy course and the impact of international organisations and states
on the domestic political situation in the country. The article highlights how geopolitical dynamics
affect Ukraine's strategic decisions. Lane D. focuses on analysing the international context of
relations between the Russian Federation and Ukraine, which led to an increase in the confrontation
between the East and the West. The author examines the key events and decisions that contributed
to the escalation of the conflict and discusses the possible consequences of this confrontation for
international relations. Abdulhameed A. studies the geostrategic approaches of the Russian
Federation and the United States to conflict management. The author examines how both great
powers use political, economic, and military tools to achieve their goals and how this affects regional
and global security. Matsaberidze D. delves into evaluating relations between the Russian
Federation and Western countries through the prism of events in Georgia and Ukraine. The author
considers these conflicts as part of a broader confrontation between the Russian Federation and
the West, focusing on the impact of these crisis phenomena on relations between states and on
international security as a whole. Sydoruk T. and others analyse the consequences of the Russian
Federation’s war against Ukraine for Euro-Atlantic security architecture. The authors examine the
conflict-affected political and security relations between NATO and the EU and their ability to adapt
to new challenges and threats. Special attention is paid to changes in strategic doctrines and military
cooperation. Girgin D. points to the deep geopolitical problems behind this conflict. The author
details the historical, political, and economic aspects of relations between the two countries and
the international reaction to the conflict. Emphasis is placed on the importance of understanding
the geopolitical context to find ways to resolve the conflict. Chupriy L. examines how the conflict
contributes to forming a new geopolitical reality in the world. The author analyses the changes in
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international relations resulting from the conflict and discusses the potential consequences for the
global balance of power. Special attention is paid to the impact of the conflict on regional stability
and countries’ security strategies.

A generalised understanding of studies of the conflict and its impact on international security
from Ukrainian scholars is presented below. B. Parakhonskyi and G. Yavorska consider the conflict
to be a key moment significantly affecting the international security system. The authors analyse
how Russian armed aggression became a catalyst for changes in approaches to international
security, highlighting the basic narratives developed in the world community regarding the conflict.
Kuchyk O. and Gogosha O. explore the geopolitical component of the conflict, focusing on the
military and political ambitions of the Russian Federation. The work describes how the interests of
the Russian Federation in the conflict affect international geopolitical dynamics. The study
synthesises various views of Western scholars and analysts on the conflict. The work allows
assessing the diversity of opinions and analytical approaches in the international community
regarding this problem. Galaka S. studies how the conflict caused crisis phenomena in the global
and regional security systems. The consequences of the war for international security are analysed,
and suggestions are made for resolving this conflict. Blaziy A. analyses the international reaction to
the conflict and draws attention to the EU’s contribution to countering the Russian aggression in
Ukraine. The work describes the EU's diplomatic and economic efforts to support Ukraine and
strengthen international security.

The reviewed studies deepen our understanding of complex geopolitical processes within the
conflict framework and the interaction between critical international actors. They also provide a
synthesis of the challenges and strategies that shape contemporary international politics in the region.

However, the issue of median hedging of the ethnopolitical and geostrategic context of
Turkey, the Russian Federation, the United States, and other actors of international politics in the
context of the Russian military aggression against Ukraine has not been sufficiently considered
among the previous array of studies and needs further study.

Statement of the problem

The participation of the forces and means of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine in joint
actions of security forces and defense forces within the stabilization (defense) on restoring control
over the state border of Ukraine in the de-occupied areas of the state border of Ukraine is stipulated
by the Action Plan for 2023-2025 on the implementation of the Integrated Border Management
Strategy for the period until 2025 (On the approval of the Action Plan for 2023-2025 on the
implementation of the Integrated Border Management Strategy for the period until 2025, 2023).

Based on the analysis of the State Border Guard Service experience on the involvement of
border command posts in the performance of missions to restore control over the state border of
Ukraine, it was established that the effectiveness of their activities depends on the nature of the
situation and the specifics of the tasks. Therefore, in order to achieve the required level of efficiency,
there is a need for a systematic analysis of the conditions and specifics of the involvement of border
command posts in the performance of tasks to restore control over the state border.

The results of the analysis of the scientific and methodological support of border command
posts indicate the lack of a comprehensive approach to the study of the conditions and specifics of
the involvement of border command posts in the performance of tasks to restore control over the
state border of Ukraine.

Therefore, the problematic issue of increasing the effectiveness of restoring control over the
state border due to the development of a single unified approach remains unresolved.

Formulation of the problem. To reveal the ethnopolitical peculiarities of the median hedging
of Turkey’s geopolitical strategies under the influence of the Russian military aggression against
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Ukraine regarding technological challenges and other fundamental changes as a factor of ensuring
national stability.

Results

The transformation of the geopolitical and technological space of the Russian Federation and the
United States in the context of the Russian military aggression against Ukraine is a complex process
that covers a wide range of aspects, from international relations and military strategy to
technological development and information warfare. We will highlight these aspects below.

Geopolitical transformation: the Russian military aggression against Ukraine significantly
changed the international position of the Russian Federation, isolating it from many Western countries.
The imposition of economic sanctions, the refusal of Russian energy carriers, and the strengthening of
military alliances against the Russian Federation (for example, the expansion of NATO) reflect these
changes. The USA intensified its role in Europe and international relations broadly, supporting Ukraine
with military aid and leading in the imposition of international sanctions against the Russian Federation.
It also contributed to the deepening of transatlantic ties and the strengthening of NATO as the alliance
responded to the challenges arising from the conflict. It also stimulated the debate on energy security
and reducing dependence on Russian energy resources [2].

Technological transformation: technological sanctions imposed by the West have limited the
Russian Federation’s access to Western technologies, especially in high technology and computer
chips. This stimulated the Russian Federation to look for alternative sources of technology and
contributed to attempts to develop its technological solutions. Still, it also led to lagging in some key
sectors. The United States continues to be a leader in technological innovations, actively developing
and implementing the latest military and cyber security technologies. The conflict prompted the
strengthening of defence capabilities in cyberspace and investments in the development of artificial
intelligence, unmanned technologies, and other innovative solutions [4].

Information warfare and hybrid operations: Armed conflict has accelerated the development
of information technologies used in hybrid warfare, including cyber-attacks, propaganda, and
disinformation. Both sides actively use digital technologies to wage information wars, spread their
narratives, and influence public opinion worldwide. The Russian Federation uses its state media and
social networks to spread propaganda and misinformation, trying to influence the international
community and destabilise the situation in Ukraine and Western countries [8]. Cyber-attacks have
become another tool of hybrid warfare, targeting government institutions, infrastructure, and the
private sector of adversary countries. Meanwhile, the US and its allies use their technological
resources to defend themselves against cyberattacks and counter-propaganda as well as detect and
block disinformation. This includes developing software for monitoring and analysing the
information space, improving cyber defence mechanisms, and cooperating with technology
companies to combat the spread of fake news and manipulation in social networks [9]. The US and
its partners are also actively working to increase public awareness of information warfare
techniques and to teach critical information perception.

Impact on international relations: the Russian military aggression against Ukraine
contributed to rethinking the security architecture of Europe and the world, stimulating countries
to review their defence and foreign policy strategies. In particular, this led to increased military
expenditures, a transformation of defence doctrines, and the search for new security alliances and
partnerships [3].

Technological Confrontation and Innovation: Armed conflict has emphasised the importance
of technological superiority in modern conflicts, driving innovation in military technology, cyber
security, communications, and intelligence. This highlighted the importance of investment in
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scientific research and development and the need to adapt to the rapidly changing world
technological ecosystem.

In general, the Russian military aggression against Ukraine has become not just a “local
crisis” but a significant test for the international order, causing large-scale geopolitical and
technological changes. This conflict highlighted the importance of new military technologies and
information warfare and pushed many countries to rethink their defence strategies and security
policies. In particular, the influence on the relations between the Russian Federation and the USA,
which had already undergone significant tensions, became even more apparent, forcing both
countries to reconsider their positions in the international arena [6]. The conflict also increased the
international community’s attention to security issues in Europe, prompting the reform of defence
alliances and searching for new approaches to military cooperation and diplomacy. There is a need
for a new approach to international law and order that would consider both traditional and new
challenges related to cyber security, hybrid wars, and the spread of information technologies [12].
On the other hand, the conflict contributes to the intensification of international discussions about
the role of international organisations, such as the UN, NATO, and the EU, in the modern geopolitical
context. Predominantly, the Russian military aggression against Ukraine has caused significant
changes in international relations — old paradigms of interaction between states require revision,
and new approaches are to be implemented in the context of the constant global changes. This
creates opportunities for developing new forms of international cooperation but also poses complex
challenges to the world community that require responsibility, flexibility, and innovation in
approaches to international security and stability [5].

The modern features of the autocratic regime of the Russian Federation, including the use
of war as a tool of foreign policy, have a profound impact on regional security and stability,
strengthening confrontation with the West and causing international concern.

Hence, it is essential to consider the policy of median hedging of third parties, particularly
Turkey.

Changes in geopolitical reality and growing threats of international terrorism affect the
general nature of the Republic of Turkey's national security, significantly shifting the emphasis on
its provision.

The problematic situation in the Middle East, related to the Arab-Israeli conflict, the
explosive situation in Iraq, the aggravation of the situation around Syria and Iran, the growth of
Kurdish separatism, the armed conflict in Ukraine, as well as the intensification of the activities of
international terrorist organisations in the region influenced awareness in Ankara for its
responsibility for ensuring not only national security but regional security [7].

Turkey’s responsibility for regional security is discussed in the work “Strategic Depth” by A.
Davutoglu, who believes that Turkey’s national security issues go far beyond its borders due to its
geographical location in the centre of Eurasia. According to the author, Turkey should guarantee
security and stability within its borders and in neighbouring countries. Turkey’s constructive role in
ensuring order, strength, and security at the regional level will enable it to acquire strong positions
at the international level.

Today, scientists consider Turkey’s efforts in the field of guaranteeing national security and
national stability from the perspective of the median hedging and note that its position is determined,
first of all, by the country’s geostrategic position, NATO membership, relations with major world powers,
primarily with the USA, Russia, and EU countries as well as the desire to play the role of a leader in the
Islamic world and to be a mediator in the resolution of regional conflicts [1].

Turkey’s views on the problems of ensuring national security are outlined in the “Political
Document on National Security” (Milli Givenlik Siyaseti Belgesi), which is called the “red book” or
“secret Constitution”. It formulates the main provisions of Turkey’s national security concept
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alongside its country’s leadership system of views on the content and main directions of domestic
and foreign policy ensuring their effective implementation.

The modern concept of Turkey’s national security strategy includes ethnopolitical and
ethnopsychological factors and is based on the following principles:

- ensuring the guaranteed protection of the independence, territorial integrity, and the
republican system of the state;

- application of effective measures to prevent crises and conflicts, both at the national and
regional levels, which significantly minimises international tension;

- participation in the system of collective security, and fulfilment of obligations imposed on
the Republic of Turkey within the scope of the collective agreement [10].

NATO membership is still a key element in guaranteeing Turkey’s national security. It also
emphasises Turkey’s regional importance. Turkey is a Eurasian state whose foreign policy strategy
has great potential and can influence the situation in the Middle East, the Balkans, the Caucasus,
and Central Asia. It is especially highlighted that Turkey’s policy in assuring national security should
be proactive. In this regard, the task is to organise and carry out measures that can have a positive
impact on regional security [8].

The socio-political block of Turkey’s national security concept includes three fundamental
principles:

- deterrence (or maintaining the “deterrence potential”, which allows eliminating threats to
national security without the use of military force);

- creation of a favourable external environment (settlement of existing and prevention of
new conflicts along the border perimeter);

- crisis management (early adoption of military and non-military measures to overcome
threats caused by ethno-political, military, and humanitarian crises) [11].

The geostrategic and ethnopolitical analysis of the nature of global and regional threats led
to the reviewing of the question regarding the role and place of Turkey in the global and regional
security system, as well as the way to counter them.

Internal threats include radical Islamism, the activities of far-left groups, Kurdish separatism,
and others. At the state level, the interrelationship between internal and “asymmetric” threats was
emphasised, which include international terrorism, drug trafficking, illegal migration, human
trafficking, the threat of nuclear proliferation in the region, the problem of the lack of water and
natural resources, etc [13].

When determining the nature of external threats, Turkey does not consider neighbouring
countries as a potential enemy, admitting that threats to national security may still arise from
individual states. At the current stage, Turkey adheres to the principle of median hedging to counter
them, which involves using political and diplomatic methods which are strengthened by the
appropriate level of the state’s defence capability and ensure its national stability.

Conclusion

The modern transformation of the geopolitical landscape requires the Turkey’s leadership to
significantly adjust the content of new domestic and foreign policies’ aspects to ensure national and
regional security, which contributes to the national stability of the state as a whole. In particular,
the priority of NATO membership, which for Turkey has become the guide of its ideas, in the context
of the US-proclaimed plan for the democratisation of the Middle East and North Africa, today no
longer affects the development of foreign policy decisions by the Republic of Turkey, which
increasingly focuses on its vision of the situation and ensuring national interests.

Turkey’s adherence to the principle of median hedging, which is based on the ethnopolitical and
ethnopsychological features of its domestic and foreign policy, forces the Turkish government to
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develop a policy of cooperation in the field of security and defence with the Russian Federation since
this direction meets the interests of both countries and aims to create a regional security system.

In this regard, the emergence of new challenges, threats, and military conflicts affects both
states’ interests and Turkey’s national stability policy. Despite the significant ongoing expansion of
military-technical cooperation between Turkey and Ukraine, Ankara’s position on the Russian
military aggression against Ukraine is relatively restrained. Turkey is in favour of ending the conflict,
offering a peaceful plan for its settlement. However, Ankara does not officially support any of the
parties to the conflict and calls for a peaceful resolution, expressing readiness to also act as a
mediator in negotiations, given the level of its relations achieved with Kyiv and Moscow.
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